[Alpha-fetoprotein: its significance in the monitoring of "at risk" pregnancies (author's transl)].
Having plotted a curve showing the normal values of Alpha-Foeto-protein (AFP) concentration in maternal serum and amniotic fluid, its significance in the monitoring of "at risk" pregnancies was examined and critically judged in the light of statements found in the literature. According to the results gained AFP determination in maternal serum or amniotic fluid can only be used with reservation as a monitoring test in "at risk" pregnancies. In particular in Rhesus Incompatibility it was impossible to establish the degree of foetal Haemolysis or to determine the best time for premature induction. In addition an intra-uterine death could not be predicted with certainty.